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The Code of Hammurabi
The Code of Hammurabi is a well-preserved Babylonian law code of ancient Mesopotamia that dates back
to about 1772 B.C. Hammurabi, the sixth Babylonian king, enacted The Code which consists of 282 laws and
corresponding punishments (depending on social status). The Code is based on the concept of an “eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth.” As you read, make notes about any problems that you notice with these laws.

The Code of Laws

15. If any one take a male or female slave of the
court, or a male or female slave of a freed man,
outside the city gates, he shall be put to death.

16. If any one receive into his house a runaway
male or female slave of the court, or of a
freedman, and does not bring it out at the public
proclamation of the major domus, the master of
the house shall be put to death.

108. If a tavern-keeper (feminine) does not accept
corn according to gross weight in payment of
drink, but takes money, and the price of the drink
is less than that of the corn, she shall be
convicted and thrown into the water.1

109. If conspirators meet in the house of a
tavern-keeper, and these conspirators are not
captured and delivered to the court, the tavern-
keeper shall be put to death.

110. If a "sister of a god"2 open a tavern, or enter a tavern to drink, then shall this woman be burned to
death.

141. If a man's wife, who lives in his house, wishes to leave it, plunges into debt, tries to ruin her house,
neglects her husband, and is judicially convicted: if her husband o>er her release, she may go on her
way, and he gives her nothing as a gift of release. If her husband does not wish to release her, and if he
take another wife, she shall remain as servant in her husband's house.

142. If a woman quarrel with her husband, and say: "You are not congenial3 to me," the reasons for her
prejudice must be presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her part, but he leaves and
neglects her, then no guilt attaches to this woman, she shall take her dowry and go back to her father's
house.4

1. “Thrown into the water” refers to a trial by ordeal. The accused shall be thrown into the river (the Euphrates, in this
case) to determine their guilt. If she =oated, she was considered innocent; but if she sank, and summarily drowned,
she was found guilty.

2. A woman in the employment of worship, such as a priestess or nun
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143. If she is not innocent, but leaves her husband, and ruins her house, neglecting her husband, this
woman shall be cast into the water.

195. If a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn5 o>.

196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out.

197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.

198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one gold
mina.6

199. If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave, he shall pay one-half of
its value.

200. If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.

201. If he knock out the teeth of a freed man, he shall pay one-third of a gold mina.

202. If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-
whip in public.

203. If a free-born man strike the body of another free-born man or equal rank, he shall pay one gold
mina.

204. If a freed man strike the body of another freed man, he shall pay ten shekels in money.

205. If the slave of a freed man strike the body of a freed man, his ear shall be cut o>.

3. Congenial (adjective): pleasant or agreeable; suited to one another
4. i.e. divorce—this was a rare right for ancient women, to be able to initiate divorce
5. Hewn (verb): to cut or chop
6. An ancient form of currency
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